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adopted for holding back the gas in the original rock

reservoirs. This was done by shutting off the wells,

by cutting off all fclow off standjtipes and escapes,
by improving the joints of the pipe lines, and by the T1
more economical consumption of the gas.
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That when the ships now building are finished AilHiilla

benefit of his mental condition.

The two factions have been at it for a. long time.

In a strongly republican county they have waged

war against each other to the mutual detriment of

each wing of the party, and occasionally, as a result

, of their fight, the democratic sprinters have passed

the two struggling elements on al race

tracl Two years ago the Simonites lost by a few

hundred votes, while this year they have gone down to

crushing defeat ; The Simon faction was most in-

discreet in promulgating its issues, one of which was

the election of an Astoria man to the United States
senate. It would seem the voters of the county have

vigorously repudiated the former senator, whose

showing was a miserable one, even with the assistance
of his democratic friends.

The unique feature of the situation is the Ore-

gonian 's attitude. Every one knows Mr. Scott feels

aggrieved because of his failure to land himself in

the United States senate, where he might hobnob
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Britain,' and more than Germany, Russia and Japan
combined. (
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That of armored cruisers, the remaining elementrank outsider who had committed the capital offense

of taking un-hi- s residence in Astoria. The editor
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than any power except England, and more than alltold friends he hoped the Mitchell faction would win connecting thera with tralna for Long
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. That our ships nov under construction will more
he made the statement However, he saw the hand

writing on the wall, and the Oregonian merely sold evening,

than double the strength of our navy, and when theyits colums at $100 each and permitted each side

to present its claims. Editorially ' it said nothing.
Through ticket! to and from all prin-

cipal European cities.
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are finished the navy will be more than three times

as large and five times as strong as it was at the outPending the count of the ballots, how could it know

which side it was on? To have previously commit break of the Spanish war.
That our new program of construction providedted itself would have been to disregard all the ethics
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- ;.. -in the pending naval appropriation bill is four timesof diplomacy.
as great in tonnage of fighting ships as that of FranceSurely the defeat of the Simon' faction was a

great and lasting victory for the Oregonian. the only country that still stands between us and

second place in the list of naval powers.
If the Monroe doctrine depends upon the

strength of the American navy, as some of its guard-

ians say it does, it appears to be a reasonably protect ELIQUTFUL ROUTE;
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Had Zoraster pondered the problems of ex-

istence on the northwest flank of the Appalach-

ian mountains instead of along the shores of the

Caspian sea, he would probably not have lacked the

inspiration which! gave to his philosophy a symbol of

the eternal, for the everlasting fires of the Parsees

might be more than duplicated by the springs of
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the family. That the shooting was purely accidental

is evident from the manly statement of the little
blunder cost the life of the maid. In the

case of an older person, a confession similar to that
of Mr. Cook's son would be equivalent to a plea of

"guilty' to criminal carlessness. the child lacks the

discretion of an adult, but his good breeding comes to

the. surf ace when he truthfully throws the whole of

the blame upon himself. The accident merely dem-

onstrates that boys and guns should be as widely

separated as possible, and should serve as a warning
to thosefond parents who provide their children with
fire arms as a means of amusement. Mr. Cook com-

mitted himself to no such folly, and can in no way
be held Fesponsible for the death of the maid. '
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JAY TUTTLE; M. D.

natural gas in the United States. Indeed, there is

no country in the world which can compare with
ourSj

in its production of this perfect fuel. The combined

production of all other countries is not over 1 per
cent of the quantity produced in the United States,!
which had in 1902 a value of $30,867,668. A large
portion of even the small outside production comes

"' " ' ' ' "indeed from our neighbor, Canada.

Mr. F. II. Oliphant's report on the production of
natural gas in 1902, which the United States geolog-
ical survey has just published as an extract from its
annual volume of mineral resources, is full of inter-

esting details about the history, output, value,, and
uses of this most satisfactory combustible,

' y
- , the records of early investigators and mission-

aries show that natural gas has been known to exist
. in natural springs in western New York, western

Pennsylvania," central West Virginia, northeastern
' Kentucky and southeastern Ohio for at least 250

years. In 1775 General Washington visited a burn

i
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The question whether coal is or is not rightly
to be considered contraband of war may be more per-

manently settled by the war in the far east than has
ever been agreed upon before.
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and luxury ever offered the travelling
public, and altogether are the meat
complete and splendid production t the
car hulldere an. , j ,
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ing natural gas spring on the northeast bank of the
Great Kanawha river in West Virginia, a few miles
east of the present city of Charleston. He was so im

While at Portland for repairs, the bar dredge
Chinook might find it expedient to dredge a hole in

the Multnomah political situation.
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of land surrounding the spring and declared it to
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be public forever.
St. Patrick may have chased all the snakp out

of Ireland, but he didn't chase all the Irish outof
snakeland.
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The earliest economic use of natural gas in this

country was probably made in lighting the village
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7.of Fredonia, Chautauqua county, !n. Y., in 1821. The The Simon faction lost by


